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WHAT TO DO AFTER YOU GET THE
ACCEPTANCE LETTER

WHAT TO DO IF YOU DIDN’T GET INTO
YOUR FIRST CHOICE COLLEGE

(Collegechoice.net)

(Study.com)

After receiving your first college acceptance letter,
you’ll have to start making some difficult decisions for
your academic career. Although you may feel
overwhelmed, taking your time and carefully making
a decision will help you make the right choice for
your education.
Compare Costs - If you’re having trouble comparing
the final costs of your schools, you can make a
spreadsheet to help you track and compare the costs
of attending each school. Consider more than tuition
when comparing schools; you’ll also need to factor in
the cost of living, such as meal plans or dorm fees.
Research the Culture - After figuring out which
colleges you can afford to attend, spend some time
considering the culture of each school. If possible,
visit the college campus on your own so that you can
experience the atmosphere yourself.

For the last 12 years you've been waiting for this
moment, only to find that you haven't been accepted
to your dream college. Now what? How do you deal
with the deferral or rejection letter from your firstchoice college and pick up the pieces?
It may sound ironic to accept what initially looks like
a failure on your part, but it's the first step in getting
out of your funk. Recognize that accepting failure is
not about giving up, but instead about
understanding that a college rejection letter isn't a
measure of your intrinsic worth.
Once you come to terms with the fact that you can't
beg, bribe, or bully your way into an acceptance
letter from your first-choice college, you can begin
thinking about your next plan of action. It will also
give you an edge when competing for future jobs or
internships, particularly when dealing with rejection.

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 5

WONDERING WHAT TO DO WITH THAT COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID OFFER?
APPEAL FOR MORE MONEY
(Cnbc.com)
While the big anticipation revolves around the college acceptance letter, along with it will be a very important
document that can provide budding college parents more guidance on just how much the next four years will
cost. This document is the financial aid award letter. This letter outlines how much aid you’ll be receiving in the
form of grants, scholarships, work-study or student loans.
Continued on page 6
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SCHOLARSHIPS

SENIOR CHECKLIST

QUESTBRIDGE
SCHOLARSHIP

MYIMPACT CHALLENGE
SCHOLARSHIP

The National College Match is a
college admission and
scholarship process through
which high-achieving, lowincome students can be
admitted early with full four-year
scholarships

MyImpact Challenge is a civic
engagement contest hosted by
the Bill of Rights Institute.
Deadline to apply May 16th

Deadline for you to accept
an offer is May 1st
Watch for information on
roommate and housing
selection
Check portals for offers
and financial aid packages
Apply for scholarships

WOMEN IN STEM
SUMMER PROGRAM
Great summer program for girls
that may be interested in STEM
(or even just learning more about
the college experience) at
Syracuse University.
Scholarships available.

UNICO SCHOLARSHIP
To promote the image of Italian
Americans along with Italian
heritage and culture by
supporting charitable, scientific,
cultural, educational, and literary
projects. Deadline April 15, 2021

CAMERON IMPACT
SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE
CLASS OF 2023
Scholarship for those who
demonstrate leadership. Deadline
September 9th 2022

WOMEN OF
DISTINCTION
Women of Distinction at
Smith College October 14-16
- Application opens in May

FUN FACT
In the United States, there are over 5,000
institutions of higher education.
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CALIFORNIA STATE
SUMMER SCHOOL FOR
THE ARTS
A four week summer program
for talented and motivated
high school students in
California and beyond.
Application Opens in
December

HORATIO ALGER
ASSOCIATION
Manages 70 of the largest need
based scholarship opportunities
in the country for high school
juniors who have faced or
overcome obstacles.
Scholarships by state and by
career.
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10 WAYS TO PAY FOR COLLEGE WITHOUT INCURRING DEBT
(parentingforcollege.com)

Debt from college tuition has skyrocketed over the last several years. Parents and students are weighing
their ROI (return on investment) before making their college choices. As college costs have shot up, so has
student debt. How can you pay for college without incurring debt?
According to the latest Quarterly Report on Household Debt and Credit, outstanding student loan debt
stood at $1.58 trillion in the fourth quarter of 2021, an $8 billion decline from the third quarter. About 5
percent of aggregate student debt was 90+ days delinquent or in default in the fourth quarter; the lower
level of student debt delinquency reflects a Department of Education decision to report current status on
loans eligible for CARES Act forbearances.
That’s the bad news. But if you’re a savvy consumer and research the costs before signing on the dotted
line, you should be able to go to college without incurring debt. Zac Bissonnette, author of DebtFree U, is
proof that it can be done. He graduated from college with zero debt.
Believe it or not, you may be able to graduate without debt if you use these 10 ways to pay for college:
1. Take AP and Dual Credit Courses - If you enroll in AP classes during high school and take the AP
tests after completion, many colleges will award you credit for those courses. You can enter college as a
sophomore and graduate sooner. AP tests cost $89.
Additionally, many high schools offer dual credit courses at a discounted rate, usually at local community
colleges. Students take college courses simultaneously while attending high school. With the completion of
these courses, the student receives college credit as well. It doesn’t take a math whiz to figure out that this
is a huge savings.
2. Ignore the high priced colleges - There are hundreds of moderately priced colleges and universities in
this country and abroad. Before you start choosing a college, investigate their tuition fees and financial aid
history. College Navigator and the College Scorecard are the best places to start. If the colleges give little
or no merit aid or scholarships and have a high price tag, cross them off the list. Look at smaller private
colleges who have alumnus that give endowments and dispense merit scholarships.
Community colleges are also a practical way to save money. Their credit hours are substantially less than
4-year institutions. With this option, you save money on housing as well, since most community colleges
are located close to home. After two years at a community college, you can transfer to a 4-year university.
Just verify the credit hours you are taking will transfer.
3. Go to work - Working during school will give you an opportunity to add to your college fund or pay for
college as you attend. Work part-time in high school and college, especially during summers and breaks
and put those funds away for college. Work-study programs at colleges give students the option to stay on
campus while working at a paid campus job. If you’re concerned that working will affect your grades, don’t
be. Studies show that students who work actually do better academically.
4. Pay as you go - Most colleges offer pay plans so you can split the large tuition payments into smaller
monthly payments. If you can’t afford tuition right now, work and take one class at a time when you can
afford it. The degree may take longer but graduating without debt will make the sacrifice well worth it.
5. Join the military - The Montgomery G.I. Bill gives servicemen the opportunity to attend college during or
after you have served.
Continued on page 6

April 2022

Page 3

THE COLLEGE CONNECTION NEWSLETTER
COLLEGE NEWS

JUNIOR CHECKLIST

University of Oregon’s award-winning chamber choir will wrap
up their tour with a performance celebrating the 850th
anniversary of the Order of Saint James of Compostela in Spain.
The choir is the only U.S. ensemble invited to the event, which
will be held at a World Heritage Site.

Attend virtual college visits
Make plans to visit college
campuses

The UC's released their application numbers by campus for Fall
2022. All 9 campuses saw a rise in applicants and UCLA
recorded a new high with 149K+ applicants.

ACT - Next test date is
June 11th. You must
register by May 6th. It takes
30 minutes to complete
registration and you will
need a photo

There are still 57 four year colleges still accepting applications
for Fall 2022.
An assistant professor of business at Chapman University is
suing students for posting parts of his midterm and final course
exams on the website Course Hero.
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation that will rescue UC
Berkeley from a court-ordered enrollment freeze and steep
admission cuts and allow the university to resume plans to enroll
more than 5,000 California first-year students.
San Diego Superior Court found that Ashford University and
Zovio violated the law by giving students false or misleading
information about career outcomes, cost and financial aid, pace
of degree programs, and transfer credits, in order to persuade
them to enroll at Ashford.

CLIMATE JUSTICE
SCHOLARSHIP
$1,000 awarded to one lucky applicant.
Jamie Sarai Margolin co founder of Zero
Hour created this scholarship. Deadline
April 15th.

SAT - Next test date is May
7th. You must register by
April 8th

CAMERON IMPACT SCHOLARSHIP
FOR THE CLASS IN 2023
For exceptional high school students who
have demonstrated excellence in leadership,
community service, extracurricular activities,
and academics. Deadline September 9th
2022

PRE COLLEGE
SUMMER
PROGRAM AT
SEATTLE
If you are interested in
AI, Business or Urban
Sustainability

MIAMI UNIVERSITY SUMMER
SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Deadline to apply May 1st

April 2022

HSF
SCHOLARSHIPS
AROUND
THE
CORNER
FROM
COLLEGE

More than 150
scholarships for Latino
students with or
without US citizenship.

$1,000
scholarship to
one applicant
each season.
Deadline is
June 30th
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU DIDN’T GET INTO YOUR FIRST CHOICE COLLEGE
(Continued from page 1)

With many colleges accepting students at least twice a year, you can reapply as
early as the next admission cycle. Applying a second time includes an important
advantage. For example, you'll be familiar with the application process and
questions. You'll also have more time to prepare, whether it's by saving more
money, taking a college course, or weaning off your parents.
Colleges share their admission guidelines on their websites, yet very few explicitly
state if they're looking to accept more first-generation students or those pursuing
degrees in science. Getting to know a college admissions officer personally can
provide you with direct insight into which type of students the college wants to
recruit during its next admission season.
You may or may not believe that everything happens for a reason. Either way, a
rejection letter from your first-choice college can give you the chance to grow and provide you with the
freedom to see what's behind door number two. So consider taking a gap year and studying abroad or
enrolling in some community college courses while interning for a local business. Gaining a broader life
perspective will not only help you when making decisions about college but also about your future career.
There are over 4,000 colleges and universities in the U.S alone who would be more than happy to have you,
which means you'll have the room and reason to be picky. Your second- and third-choice colleges may
actually surprise you as a better fit.
Remember, you make the school. It doesn't make you.

WHAT TO DO AFTER YOU GET THE ACCEPTANCE LETTER
Continued from page 1

Talk it Over - Talking about your options with trusted family members is a
good way to narrow down your college choices.
Make Your Choice - Even if you only received an acceptance letter from
one university, you still need to finalize your choice.
Contact the Rejected Colleges - After making your decision, you should
contact the colleges that you will not attend. This is a courteous gesture that
helps the colleges send out acceptance letters to other students on the
waiting list.
Finish High School - Now that you have secured your place in college,
don’t give in to the temptation to party and abandon your current education.
If your college asks to see your transcript at the end of the semester, a bad
grade could spell trouble for your scholarship.

April 2022
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10 WAYS TO PAY FOR COLLEGE WITHOUT INCURRING DEBT
Continued from page 3

If full time military service doesn’t appeal to you, there are always the reserves or the National Guard. You can
also investigate military colleges (such as the US Military academies) who award scholarships, ROTC as well, in
exchange for a military enlistment when you graduate.
6. Apply for scholarships. There is a scholarship for every type of student. Make applying for scholarships a
priority and you could attend college for free.
7. Get help funding from relatives and friends. Crowdfunding. It’s the new way to raise money for all kinds of
worthwhile endeavors. But did you know that your student can use it to raise money for college? In the spirit of
the famous quote, “It takes a village to raise a child”, crowdfunding takes college savings to a whole new level.
8. Reduce college expenses. Reduce college expenses–reduce dorm costs (share with other students or
become and RA); watch meal plans (sign up for the smallest one available); buy used textbooks or rent; sell
your student’s car (won’t need one at college); take advantage of student discounts and free activities on
campus.
9. Start saving now. Regardless of your current income level, you have the ability to save for your children’s
college fund. You might have to trim your expenses, adjust your spending habits, and redirect your lifestyle in
order to free up money for the college fund. But if you want to attend college without financing 100% of their
education with borrowed money, then you’ll have to decide what’s more important.
10. Save with every day spending. Upromise is a college savings service that harnesses the purchasing
power of parents, extended family, family, and students to make it easier to pay for college. Members direct
their spending to Upromise partners-including more than 600 online stores, 8,000+ restaurants, thousands of
grocery and drugstore items-and earn money for college.

In its inaugural Study Abroad:
Voice of the Student Survey of
more than 140 U.S. college
students, Terra Dotta, a leading
global engagement education
technology provider, today
revealed that a majority (72%)
of students surveyed said they
want to study abroad in 2022
citing strengthening of their
language skills (30%) and
preparing for the global
workforce (24%) as the
primary reasons.
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COLLEGE NEWS

Brigham Young University
USC coach Jeremy Kipp resigns declined $88 million in federal
COVID-19 relief funds, The Deseret
amid allegations of abusive
News reported. BYU has not
treatment of swimmers. USC
men's and women's swimming applied for, requested or received
coach Jeremy Kipp has resigned any funding from the Department
of Education throughout the
amid an investigation into
pandemic.
multiple allegations of abusive
treatment of Trojans
The University of Alaska
swimmers.
Southeast’s priority is completing
construction on the new Auke Bay
Integrated Science Building, which
will create a new home for teaching
and research associated with UAS’
distinctive marine-oriented
environmental and
interdisciplinary science programs.
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7 TIPS FOR AMAZING CAMPUS VISITS
(Travelerstoday.com)

A campus visits significance could not be overstated. After all, four years of your life will be spent at the
college you decide to select. This is particularly important for high school students searching for
numerous universities and colleges. Admission advisors encourage the students to have scheduled
campus visits to get a general outlook for the schools.
If you're an incoming college freshman or transferee, here are some specific pointers about how to get
the most out of your college visits:
Make a List of Questions You Want To Ask - It may seem
unusual to have questions ready, but this will allow you and your kid
to make a comparison of each visit if you are touring various
university campuses.
Take a Look Around the Residence Halls - The condition of the
residence halls is among the most often asked questions with
admissions officials. Inquire more about the campus environment,
how your student's roommates are being chosen, as well as the
supporting facilities offered in the residence halls at such time.
Take a Trip Outside Campus - At the same time as the campus
itself, the surrounding communities and neighbors are equally
essential.
Make Plans To Meet With The Department Leaders On Campus
About The Issue That Fascinates You The Most - Interact with
mentors in sports in which you excel, along with former high school
grads. Once you get home, jot down the names of every official you
encounter and send them handwritten thank-you notes.
Attend Classes and Browse the Library - Within the classroom,
how is the relationship between faculty and students? Go through
the books and see what technologies the library has to offer.
Search for areas to study that are calm.
Eat-in the Dining Center - Who wouldn't enjoy getting free food?
As part of the tour, most campuses will provide a complimentary
meal.
Make a List Of Your Observations On Every College You Visit Pause to record your ideas and views; if you don't, the visions of
various schools that you have visited may tend to blur!
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