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Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 
Breaking and Entry in Your Neighborhood!
By: Lucie Carlson - 4th grade

Keep your beary cute kids inside!  Recently a blond, human girl has 
been on the run!  She has allegedly broken into The Three Bear’s 
upscale apartment in The Columbia River Gorge!  While in their 
residence she ate their food broke their electronics and was found 
sleeping in one of the beds!
When the three bears returned home, they were surprised to find 
the mess in the kitchen and dining room.  Baby Bear was 
devastated to see his laptop broken!  “She even ate all the Pringles! 
Cried Baby Bear! 
Papa Bear roared when he found the girl asleep in Baby Bear’s Star 
Wars bed!  Upon hearing the roar, the blond girl awoke with a shriek 
and raced though Papa Bear’s legs!  Surprisingly he caught her but 
she wiggled out of his paws.  Mama Bear exclaimed that Baby Bear 
almost caught her, while she lunged for the girl but tripped on the 
shoelace of her hiking boot – the girl fled the scene!  The local 
authorities were called and a helicopter was dispatched to assist in 
the search.  One officer drew near but was blinded by her reflective 
white converse shoes and she sped away, escaping capture.
The perpetrator, nick named Goldilocks, was last seen fleeing on 
foot through  the east end of Storybook Forest wearing blinding 
white converse shoes and a blue polka dotted dress, with her ankle 
length golden locks flowing behind her.  
 If you spot her, do not approach this criminal.  If you know of her 
whereabouts or have additional information that could help solve 
this crime please contact the Storybook Crime Stoppers 
Department at (555) THE WOODS. 
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Meet Mr. Neil
By: Piper Topaum - 4th grade

 I got a chance to interview our new custodian, Neil.  I found out some shocking things about him.  Read below to 
find out more!!!

Piper: how long have you been a custodian?
Neil: I have been  a custodian for 15 years. 

Piper: On Crazy Hair Day you became Mop Man.Where did Mop Man come from?
Neil: Mop Man came from Gordon Russell, it was Halloween and did not have a costume.

Piper: what extreme sport did you do?
Neil: I have done Body surfing on big waves and went under water and shot fish with long spears and a spear gun.

Piper: who is your favorite teacher?
Neil: My wife is a Teacher so I would say her.

Piper: Do you like candy? 
Neil: I do not eat candy any more but I like it.

Piper: How many schools have you been to?
Neil: I have been to 2 schools Gordon Russell and here.

Piper: What is your favorite sports team?
Neil: I like going to blazers game with my family.

Piper: Do you like Nike or Adidas?
Neil: I like Nike more than Adidas.

Piper: What are your hidden talents?
Neil: When people can’t grow plants I can grow them!

Piper: If you could have one superpower what would it be?
Neil: I would like to  fly that would be cool!

Piper: Is there anything else that I did not ask you?
Neil: I like to help other people and make them feel happy.

Now you know more about our new custodian Neil!
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Interviews with Our World Class, Amazing Secretaries!
By: Maddy Green - 5th grade

Did you know that Mrs. Val sleeps with her eyes open or that Mrs. Debbie likes to paint? If you 
would like to learn some fun and interesting things about our secretaries, keep reading! 

Mrs. Debbie:

Me: What do you do outside of school?

Mrs. Debbie: Hiking and Painting

Me: What is one thing people don’t know about 
you?

Mrs. Debbie:  I am allergic to cats

Me: As a kid, what was your dream job?

Mrs. Debbie:  I dreamed of becoming a nurse

Me: What do you do after school?

Mrs. Debbie: I relax!

Me: If you could create a bumper sticker for a 
school bus, what would it say?

Mrs. Debbie:  Wild Children On Board!

Me:  What do you think about rainy days?

Mrs. Debbie:  I like them.

Me: What would you do if you had a dragon?

Mrs. Debbie: I’d fly around and see the sights!

Me: What was the best thing about yoru wedding 
day?

Mrs. Debbie: It was beautiful, I married my 
best
Friend! 

Me: If you could invent a cereal what would it be?

Mrs. Debbie: Chocolate, almond, strawberry

Me: What is the best part of your job?

Mrs. Debbie: Taking care of teachers and kids 
needs.

Find out about Mrs. Val on the next page!



Interviews with Our World Class, Amazing Secretaries!
By: Maddy Green - 5th grade
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Me: What is your favorite thing about school?

Mrs. Val:  Visiting with the kids

Me: What is one thing that people would not know about you?

Mrs. Val:  I sleep with my eyes open!

Me: Why did you want to work in a school?

Mrs. Val: My kids went here and I believe it is important to work with kids

Me: Does your job have any perks?

Mrs. Val:  Yes, watching kids grow

Me: What is one word that people would use to describe you?

Mrs. Val:  FUNNY!

Me: As a kid, what was your dream job?

Mrs. Val:  To be a rock star!

As you can see Mrs. Val and Mrs. Debbie are very interesting and fun!

Quotable Quotes provided by Payton Stone - 
4th grade

Another day another chance to 
sparkle!
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           How do Astronauts Keep Cool?
By Youssef Salib - 3rd grade

Astronauts keep cool by 
wearing stretchy underwear under their 
spacesuit. Astronauts wear a suit of stretchy 
underwear. The spacesuit, insulates the 
wearer from the temperature extremes of 
space. Without the Earth’s atmosphere to filter 
the sunlight, the spacesuit, may be heated to a 
temperatures as high as 250 degrees 
Fahrenheit. During take off and landing each 
crewmember wears spacesuits.

How are Robots Helpful?
                      By Cristofer Velasco Arango - 4th grade
 

Robots can help by getting things underwater. 
They help people who lose their arms and legs. Robots 
can  do more dangerous stuff than humans.  Robots were 
invented in 1954 by Garg Diver who invented the first 
robot. Robots help by  shearing sheep,  help by making 
cars, and help divers in the ocean. Robots can work day 
after day, week after week . Some  robots are used to 
disarm bombs. Robots are used to play soccer, like at 
OMSI.  Robots can be toys, programmed pets, and can 

build things. Robots are used for so many things.                  

How have Tunnels been Used?
By   Priscilla   Solano - 3rd grade

Tunnels have been used to help cars and trucks travel. Some  tunnels are 
drilled through mountains so cars and trucks can pass through. The first tunnels 
that were made were not used for travel, but for carrying water. Romans built 
tunnels to carry water from mountains springs. They also built tunnels to carry 
waste water away from the city. Today tunnels can be built underground to carry 
people in cars, trucks or subways. 
. 

Quotable Quotes submitted by: Payton Stone
Shoot for the moon, if you miss 
you’ll still be among the stars! 
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How do Monkeys Communicate?
         By Shirley Caamal May - 3rd grade

   
        Monkeys communicate by making different  kinds of 
sounds and by  making different facial expressions. They 
communicate with each other by making  different kinds  of 
noises like  whistling or yelling  or crying. If a monkey finds 
himself  alone he whistles to get the attention of other monkeys. 
Monkeys  make different facial expressions to mean different 
things when a monkey  makes a fear grin he is telling monkeys 
that they are the boss or the leader.

Why do Dogs have Black Lips?
By  Marlen  Gonzalez - 4th grade

Dogs have black lips to help them 
from getting sunburned. Some dog have 
black lips to protect their lips from the sun. 
They don't have much hair around  their 
mouth compared to most parts of their 
bodies. Not all dogs have black lips, Chow 
Chows have blue lips. The gene for black 
lips is strong, so a lot of dogs have black 
lips.  

   Will a Shark drown if 
it stops moving?

  By Ariya Jansri - 3rd grade

It turns out that not all sharks have to 
stay moving to breathe. Sharks remove 
oxygen from the water. The water enters the 
shark’s mouth and flows over the gills. Sharks 
move in side-to-side curves.  A shark will not 
drown if it stops moving because they breathe 
through their gills.
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Why do People Raise their Head           

when they are Thinking ?                                 
By Jack Bitar - 4th grade

Scientists study how people’s 
minds work. There are different ways 
people raise their heads when they are 
thinking. When people tilt their eyes 
upwards they are thinking. Raising the 
head and looking at the ceiling may signal 
boredom. A quick flick upwards of the 
head can be a sign of interest or can 
make you say what do you mean.

How can you tell Identical Twins Apart?
By Judy Xiong - 4th grade

     There are many ways to tell identical twins 
apart.  Identical twins look so much alike, even their 
parents can’t tell them apart.  In the hospital, 
identical baby twins have to have bands on their 
wrist or ankle to tell them apart.   Another way 
people can tell identical twins apart is by their 
clothing style and how they communicate.  Little 
ways to tell identical twins apart is a mole or 
freckle.  There have always been identical twins 
since the beginning of time, and it's always been 
hard to tell them apart.  

Do Identical Twins Have the Same Fingerprints? 
By: Yaneli  Vasquez - 3rd grade

Identical twins will always have the same genetic 
makeup. But identical twins will never have matching 
fingerprints. The study of  fingerprints has been around for 
100 years and in all that time no  two people have the same 
fingerprints. Identical twins will always be the same gender 
they will have the same eye color and share the same blood 
type. Twins fingerprints are like snowflakes they may look 
alike at first look,  but get  them under a microscope and they 
look different.
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How do blind people tell the 
difference between different dollar 

bills?          
By Gabriel Zabolotnyuk - 4th grade

     There are lots of ways so blind 
people to tell the difference between 
different dollar bills. Some blind 
people keep a $1 bill that is unfolded 
and a $5 is folded crass  wise, a $10 
bill is folded into fourths and a $20 
bill is folded in thirds. Other blind 
people have special wallets that have 
separate compartments for each type 
of bill. Blind people rely on bank 
tellers or a friend to help them. Some 
blind people have a machine that 
tells the different kinds of money.

How are Mirrors made?
By Elizabeth Santos - 4th grade

Mirrors were invented so people could see 
their reflection. Mirrors were invented in 1835 by 
Justus Von Liebig in Germany. This is nearly  200 
years ago!!!! Mirrors are made by applying a reflective 
coating to a glass sheet. The glass metal coating is 
made of silver, gold or chrome. Present-day glass 
mirrors are most often coated with non-toxic silver or 
aluminum. It is very important that the glass is 
polished to perfection. Mirrors have to be specially 
designed in order to become effective, and the glass 
sheets that are used must be flat and durable. Back 
before  we had mirrors we would look in puddles and 
windows to see our reflection.

Quotable Quotes provided by Payton Stone - 4th grade

Always remember you are braver that 
you believe, stronger than you seem, 
and smarter than you think! Christopher Robin
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                HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED?

What Causes the Earth’s Rotation?
By Raphael Palma - 4th grade

There is one way that the Earth moves in the 
solar system. The Earth  spins around the moon. The 
Earth spins once around its axis each day. The Earth 
spins day and night. During the day, the Earth’s 
movement makes the Sun seem to travel across the 
sky. At night the Sun sinks in the sky and darkness 
comes. 

Why  does  Soap  
make  Bubbles?

By Mateo Garcia Avalos - 3rd grade

Soap makes bubbles 
because of chemistry. Adding 
soap to water weakens the pull 
of the surface tension and 
makes the surface of the water 
much stretchier. When soap 
molecules mix with water 
molecules they seperate out 
small bits of water to form 
bubbles. The water and soap 
molecules form a sandwich  with 
water in the middle.

How do Boats float?
By Kevin Lopez - 3rd grade
Boats can be lighter than water 

and a boat will float if it is less than the 
upward force. Some boats are made of 
light materials.Some boats are made of 
light materials and it will float if it is 
lighter than water.Other boats float 
because of their big hollow shape. 
Some boats are made of light materials 
such as reeds fiberglass or aluminum.
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Why don’t Penguins get frostbite?

By Dylan Ventura- 3rd grade
Did you know that penguins are warm 

blooded animals and can swim 125 mph? They 
huddle up to get warm and have a layer of fat. 
When penguins are in the water or at low 
temperatures their blood will go to their 
feet.The penguin can move 125mph, that means 
it can get kind of warm. Males get the worst 
conditions for taking care of the  eggs on land 
or ice. Their feet get very cold. The reason the 
penguins don't get frostbite is because the 
layer of  fat under their skin keeps them warm.  

What is a Leap Year?
By Alexander Garcia Angolo -3rd grade

Every four years we have what we call a 
Leap Year.  We have leap years because the Earth 
rotates about 365.242375 times a year. A leap year 
can always be divided by four with none left over. 
This is a year with 366 days instead of 365 days. 
Every four years we have a leap year  on February 
29th. 

Why do dogs stick their heads out of 
moving cars but don’t like their ears blown 

into?
By Brandon Garcia Ruiz - 4th grade

 Dogs like to stick their heads out 
windows for different reasons but don’t like 
their ears blown in. Dogs like to stick their 
heads out of the car window because they like 
to check out their surroundings and enjoy a 
nice, cool breeze at the same time. Dogs don’t 
like their ears blown in because even if it is 
gently, it can hurt their ears because of the 
sound of the blowing. Dogs like to stick their 
heads out because at the moment in which 
they are sticking their noses into a new and 
exciting smells. Dogs associate their 
experiences as positive
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How can Cameras work Underwater? 

By Adiel Lopez - 4th grade

An underwater camera is a machine that takes 
photographs underwater of gobies, jawfish, ribbon 
eels and ghost pipefish. A  camera is a machine that 
is used to take photographs.  The first cameras 
appeared before the Civil War. The most common 
kind of modern camera is not an underwater camera, 
but since 70 percent of the Earth is ocean, 
underwater cameras are important. For adventurers 
this means the chance to find interesting things 
underwater and get close to coral reefs, sharks and 
other things under the water. For those same 
adventurers who like to return to land, they can take 
more pictures.

Blue Marlin
By: Micah Guisto - 3rd grade

Blue Marlins live in the ocean.  They have a sword 
on the end of their nose and they cannot breath out 
of water.  A Blue Marlin is not afraid of anything 
because it has no enemies and no natural 
predators.  To catch fish to eat, the Blue Marlin 
swims through a school of fish (which means a 
whole bunch of fish).  He slashes fish with his 
sword then turns around to eat the ones he 
slashed. 

Clown Fish
By: Olivia Tramposh - 2nd grade

Clown Fish live in small groups in the 
ocean.  They make their homes in sea 
anemones.  The mommy fish lays the 
eggs and the daddy guards them.  The 
clown fish have protective skin so they 
don’t get stung by the anemones but other 
fish do get stung by the anemones  Clown 
fish are meat eaters that eat left overs 
from other fish.  They grow to be only five 
inches long.  Clown fish are orange, white 
and black.  Nemo, from the movie Finding 
Nemo, was a clown fish..  
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Polar Bears
By: Logan Kammeyer - 2nd grade

Polar bears eat lots of fish and seals.  They swim in the coldest oceans because they don’t 
like hot water.  Polar bears can swim hundreds of miles for many days at a time.  The polar 
bears paddle with their front paws and steer with their back paws.  How does a polar bear 
keep warm in that super cold water?  They have a special type of fat called blubber that keeps 
them warm.  They also have a special door on their nostrils to keep the water out of it! 

4th grade
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Why do Rainbows happen, and 
what Colors are in a Rainbow?

By Jared Palma - 4th grade

Rainbows happen when we have rain 
and sun at the same time. During a  
rain shower  the  sun  sometimes 
shines through the raindrops. The 
water in raindrops makes the light 
spread out into different colors. The 
colors always appear in the same 
order. The colors are red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue and inigo.

Dancing
By: Sydney Shrout - 4th grade

Have you ever wondered what it is 
like to do eight classes of dance?  I 
will tell you!  Last year I did eight 
classes of dance each week!  It 
was tiring but fun.  I and the other 
dancers learned new moves.  The 
worst thing about it is that I really 
did not have time to do homework 
or anything else.  The best thing 
about dance is that you get to learn 
new things.  My favorite type of 
dance is Tap Dancing but that is 
mine.  What is yorus?  In Tap 
Dancing, you have to wear a  
special type of shoes.  They look 
like regular shoes but have metal 
taps at the bottom so they make a 
clicking sound when you dance.  
Some famous tap dancers are 
Fred Astair, Gene Kelley and 
Gregory Hines.

Maybe you would like to try dance 
class someday and learn new 
things too! 



The Cougar’s Roar

Across:
1. I am a buttery and crunchy treat
5. I make parties colorful and hold presents together
7. I have long ears and I'm fluffy
 
Down:
 2. A pirate's pal
3. something very techy that can do your job
4. A skeleton's favorite instrument!
6. My spots are not a disease, they are part of me! 

/R/ Crossword Puzzle 
By: Andrew O’Connor 3rd grade



The Cougar’s Roar
                                                WE ALL HAVE RIGHTS
                                                            BY: VIOLET ROSS - 4th grade

Quotable Quotes submitted by: 
Payton Stone
I believe in being strong when 
everything else seems to be going 
wrong.
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                                   ADVICE COLLUMN: DEAR STELLA AND ROSE
                                         BY: SAMANTHA CHENEY AND ZOIE STAYTON - 4th grade  

Dear Stella and Rose,

It all started when we were in P.E.. 
We were playing pacman tug and 
one friend told another that she 
wouldn’t tag the other friend but 
then she did.  I’ve been trying to 
solve this problem forever!  
Whatever I do, it won’t work and 
now those two girls are not friends 
anymore.  What should I do?
 From,
Stuck
Dear Stuck,
We’re sorry that this happened to you.  The 
best advice we can give you is to 
talk to each girl separately, then try 
to get them to meet you at the 
same place and suggest that they 
apologize and listen to each other, 
and talk respectfully to work this all 
out. 
We wish you the best of luck and 
hope this helps you all become 
friends again.
Sincerely, 
Stella and Rose

Dear Stella and Rose,

I have been bullied by a boy.  
He has been bullying me for 
along time and now he started 
bullying about my speech & it 
really hurt my feelings.  I told 
him to stop but he won’t.  I 
tried being nice to him to see if 
he would change but he 
doesn’t.  What should I do?
signed,
Scared

Dear Scared,

We are sorry that you are being 
bullied.  It sounds like you have 
done everything that you could 
do on your own.  Our advice at 
this point is to talk to your 
parents and talk to an adult at 
school, like your teacher or Mrs. 
Fitch.
Sincerely, 
Stella and Rose

                            Quotable Quotes submitted by: Payton Stone: Its never to late to start the day over
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                                  TRIVIA
BY: Payton Stone  4th grade and Emma Westmoreland - 3rd grade

●  Tomatoes were considered poisonous until the 1800s.

●  In his novel, Gulliver’s Travels ,author Jonathan Swift, described 
the two moons of mars 100 years before they were discovered.  

● Scotland's national animal is a unicorn

● A mushroom was named after spongebob squarepants .

● Lemons can be used as light bulbs.

● Some gorillas play tag.

● A cat once co-authored someone's homework.

● Baby hedgehogs are  called hoglets.

● Cookie monster's name used to be Sid.

● A woman ran for  president before women could vote.

● At an ancient Roman feast, diners were served a chicken ,stuffed 
inside a goose, stuffed  inside a pig , stuffed inside a cow! 
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Fred and the King’s Crown

By Emma Westmoreland, Rylee Bidema, 
Anchor Nadeau, and Fernando O. Mendoza

(From creative writing prompts with Mrs. Minni’s 3rd grade class)

Long, long ago in a far away land, lived a king and his magical crown. His crown 
could tell the townspeople's and the King’s their future. One day, the King’s servant 
came into the throne room and said, “your Majesty, a townsperson wants to see you.” 
“What is this person’s name?” Responded the King. “His name is Jack, your Majesty.” 
Jack enters the room. “An evil dragon is taking over the town, and it can speak. He 
said his name is Toothless.” The King stood up and took the bridge to see the 
townspeople.

Once the King was in the middle of the bridge, a devil climbed up and grabbed 
the King! The devil took the King into a cave in the mountain, and the townspeople 
watched in dismay as he disappeared. A man named Fred was centered in the front 
of the crowd. Inside the mountain, the devil threw the King’s crown out of the cave, 
hitting Fred in the head. Fred picked up the crown and put it on his head. “I am the 
King now” he demanded. Then the man named Jack said, “well, if you’re the King 
then come to the town and fight the dragon.” Fred took this challenge and went to find 
Toothless, the dragon.

“Hello. I am nice, so don’t worry” said Toothless. “You will have to choose 
between being one of us or going back to where you came from” responded Jack. 
The dragon sighed and said “I guess I will have to go back home.” Then the 
townspeople came forward and one of the townspeople said, “I will keep the dragon 
at my house if that’s OK.” Toothless happily said yes.

They all lived happily ever after (except for the king).

THE END
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                                                JOKES
 By: James Marques , Dylan  Ventura- 3rd grade,  and Jacob Marques - 5th grade

          JAMES: What do you call a pig that does karate?
DYLAN: What?
JAMES: A porkchop!

DYLAN:  How did Rudolf decorate his house?
JAMES: How?
DYLAN: HIs nose!

JAMES: Why did Steve throw a stick of butter out the window?
DYLAN: Why?
JAMES: He wanted to see a butter- fly!

DYLAN: How do you catch a unique bunny?
JAMES: How?
DYLAN: You neak up on it!

JAMES: How do you catch a tame bunny?
DYLAN: How?
JAMES: The tame way! 

JAMES: Why did Steve throw a clock out the window?
DYLAN: Why?
JAMES: He wanted to see time fly!

JACOB: There are 9 cats on a boat and 1 jumps off.  
How many cats are left?
JAMES: How many?
JACOB: Zero because they are all copycats
!
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Art for the Elders

Maddyson Green is a fifth grade student at our school with a caring 
heart for the elderly.  She regularly visits her grandfather at Fairlawn 
Good Samaritan Village and realized that some art might cheer them 
up and brighten their living spaces.  Maddy has begun a campaign 
here ar Kelly Creek to encourage students to submit their art for 
display at Fairlawn Village.  Some students have jumped on board and 
have already submitted their individual pieces of art!   

Mrs. Carvajal’s kindergarten class have created pinch pots to be 
decorated and filled with small plants to brighten up the resident’s 
rooms!  Wow!  Nice job kindergarteners!  Thank you for caring about 
our elders! 
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Quotable Quotes submitted by: Payton Stone

       All you need is one good friend
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Mrs. Caputo’s 2nd grade class has been working on phonemic awareness through rhyming, 
poetry and prose based on the book Chicken Soup with Rice By: Maurice Sendak.
Each student has created their own poems about their birth months.  Read their clever 
poems below! 
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RACE TO THE SUMMIT
BY: Maxwell Robinson, Dash Camp and Kylee Hines

CHARACTERS: 
RANDY ORTEN - SUPER VILLAIN        JOHN CENA - SUPER HERO

Once upon a time John Cena and Randy Orten started a war.  They 
had to race to the top of Mount Everest.
Then John Cena tackled Randy Orten off the mountain and John Cena 
said, “VICTORY!”

Next, Randy Orten’s son cameand fought John Cena and John Cena 
punched Randy Orten’s son and he got knocked out cold.  He fell off 
the mountain.    Randy Orten and his son both went to the hospital.

John Cena won and celebrated by having root beer floats with his 
whole family and they all went dirt bike riding.

The End. 
          

Mrs. Minni’s 3rd grade class has been working on writing stories 
in a small group, being sure to provide a good beginning, middle 
and end with appropriate transition words.  Each group was given a 
story starter.  Two of the class’ stories were submitted for the 
school newspaper.  Enjoy reading their creative writing skills! 
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Kindergarteners Make Bird Feeders!

Miss Ivy’s kindergarten class has been learning about and discussing 
animals that hibernate and animals that don’t hibernate in the cold 
winter months, with Ms. Vestal.  Birds are some of the animals that 
don’t hibernate.  Sometimes it is difficult for birds to find enough food 
during the cold days of winter.  This year, our cold days ran extra 
long, so Miss Ivy’s class made bird feeders out of bread, peanut 
butter, and bird seed, to help them.  Since it was February, we cut the 
bread into a heart shape as our valentine to the birds!!  Next, we 
toasted the heart, put a hole in it, then spread the bread with peanut 
butter; then we dropped the bread heart into a big bag of bird seed 
and shook it up so all of the heart would get covered in seed.  Last, 
we put a chenille stem through the hole in the bread so we could 
hang our bird feeders outside at our homes. This activity was also a 
great way to practice multi-step directions!  Below are some pictures 
of the finished product! 


