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MISSION STATEMENT

ACADEMICS AND STUDENT LIFE
STUDY SKILLS

We, the staff of Dexter McCarty Middle School,
consider it our mission to ensure that our school
becomes an institution that is known for academic
excellence and ethical conduct. That it is a
community where personal responsibility,
accountability, and good judgment are taught,
modeled and expected of all. That we are a school
where safety and respect are the norm, and
expectations for success are paramount.

Middle School is a time to refine your study skills. Here are
some hints:
1) Fill out your daily planner and check it every day
when you get home from school.
2) Study for several shorter periods of time rather than
non-stop for longer periods.
3) Set a consistent study time each night in a location
that is quiet and away from distractions.
4) Don’t let yourself get behind. Stay current on all of
your assignments. Work hard every day!

MESSAGE TO THE STUDENTS
Welcome to a new school year! Dexter McCarty
Middle School is a great school with a strong tradition
of academic excellence and success. As you begin your
journey this year, we hope that you will be challenged,
both academically and socially, to do your very best.
This handbook is intended to be a guide for you and
your parents/guardians as you navigate the exciting
waters of the middle school experience. Our entire staff
is dedicated to making this year as positive and
rewarding as possible for you, so if you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. I look forward to
meeting each of you as we move through the first few
weeks together.
Mr. George, Principal
SCHOOL HOURS
On Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays,
school begins at 9:05 a.m. and ends at 3:35 p.m. On
Wednesdays, school begins at 10:05 a.m. and ends at
3:35 p.m. The school office is open from 8:00 a.m. until
4:00 p.m. You should arrive at school 15-minutes prior
to the warning bell
(9:00 a.m.) in order to get to class on time.

REPORT CARDS & PROGRESS REPORTS
You will get a total of six academic grade reports each year.
There are three 12-week trimesters. Progress Reports will be
available via ParentVue at the midterm (every 6-weeks) of a
trimester. At the end of the first two trimesters, a Report
Card will be sent home with students. Teachers may require
that the Report Card be signed and brought back to them.
The 3rd trimester report card will be mailed home at the end
of the school year.
SPORTS
Dexter McCarty offers boys and girls basketball and spring
track for grades 6-8. Community organizations (OST &
SUN) provide a wide range of intramural athletic
opportunities and non-athletic activities before and after
school.
Fees
Fees for Out of School Time (OST) sports are $36 per
trimester, $18 for students who qualify for reduced lunch,
and $9 for families eligible for free lunch.
A fee of $80 is required for basketball and track, $40 for
those who qualify for reduced meals, and $20 for families
eligible for free lunch. The sports fee is refundable only if
the student withdraws from the sport prior to the first game
or scheduled competition.

Please leave the school premises by 3:45 p.m. each day,
unless you are involved in an after-school activity or the
SUN program. There is little or no supervision of
students outside of sanctioned after-school programs.

Eligibility
Students must be earning a “C” grade or better in all classes;
or in the judgment of the teacher, be making a good faith
effort in making progress. Each student athlete currently
participating in a sport must take around an eligibility form
to all teachers once each month. Teachers may also initiate
this form on an “as needed” basis. A student who does not
meet eligibility standards during any given month cannot
participate in a game or athletic event until all eligibility
standards are met.

Refer to McCarty’s school calendar for holidays, late
school openings, early dismissals, etc. at
mccarty.gresham.k12.or.us.
HELPFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
McCarty Middle School
503.665.0148
First Student Transportation
503.665.8193

Physicals
Students must have a completed physical form signed by a
physician and parent before they can participate in sports.
This includes practices, as well as games or contests. All
forms may be picked up in the school’s main office.
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WEB (WHERE EVERYBODY BELONGS)
WEB leaders are a group of handpicked eighth grade
students who are trained to serve as mentors or
“buddies” to new incoming sixth graders. A special
orientation day designed just for sixth graders takes
place on the very first day of school. WEB leaders help
these new students “learn the ropes” and become
comfortable with their new school. It’s a fun day full of
get-acquainted activities and discussions. WEB leaders
continue to meet with their 6th grade groups throughout
the school year. They also teach some classroom lessons
on topics such as "rumor control" and "stereotyping".
STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Student Leadership is a group of 7th and 8th grade
students who help make decisions affecting the student
body, and improving McCarty as a whole. Student
leaders are selected through an application process in
the fall. Student Leadership meets weekly and is
involved in projects such as student socials, school and
community service, and the student store.
SUN (Schools Uniting Neighborhoods)
Have you ever wanted to make an enormous puppet, a
duct tape wallet, create 3-D projects, or be part of the
dance team? Then SUN is for you! SUN offers McCarty
students these classes and much more before and after
school. You can even get help with your homework!
You must complete a registration form before
participating, but you can register at any time.
Registration forms are available in the front office and
in the SUN office (Room 38). Classes are filled on a
first-come, first-serve basis, so get your forms in
quickly. Up-to-date information on SUN sessions and
new classes will be posted on McCarty’s website,
facebook, and available in the school office.
McCarty SUN Community School is a collaboration of
Metropolitan Family Service, Multnomah County
Office of School and Community Partnerships, and the
Gresham-Barlow School District.
STUDENT COUNSELING
McCarty Middle School has a full-time counselor. The
counselor provides individual and group counseling for
academic, personal, and social concerns. Our counselor
also provides consultation to parents and staff members,
as well as making appropriate referrals to community
agencies.
TAG (Talented & Gifted Program)
All talented and gifted, as well as all highly motivated
and high achieving students are encouraged to enhance
their abilities and interests in several ways. Classroom
teachers provide academic extensions and challenging
alternatives within the regular curriculum that provide
opportunities for students of all ability levels. A
communication link has been established to inform
students of events and activities outside of class
offerings at all grade levels.

ELL (English Language Learners)
Support services are offered to students whose primary
language is not English.
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
A speech and language specialist is available to assist those
students with specific speech articulation problems, as well
as those with difficulty in language development. Requests
for a speech/language evaluation during the school year
require a signed parent permission form.
LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER
All students should become well acquainted with our library
services. The school library enriches and supports classroom
learning. Students may check out three books at a time for as
long as four weeks. Library books may be checked out in the
student’s name only. The student whose name is on the
check out form will be responsible for any book that has
been lost. Several computers are located in the media center
and are available for student use. Please display respectful
behavior at all times while in the library.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Participation, Lockers & Clothing Requirements
All students at McCarty Middle School have physical
education daily and will be assigned a locking basket in the
locker room. Students can purchase their own lock, which
may be used for all three years, or they can purchase a
combination lock from the PE department for $5.
All students are expected to dress down in a required PE
uniform each day. It is the student’s responsibility to keep
this outfit clean on a weekly basis. The required PE uniform
for boys and girls consists of black shorts, green t-shirt,
socks, and athletic shoes. Uniform shorts, shirts, and locks
may be purchased during pre-registration in August. The PE
staff will hand out uniforms during the first week of school.
Students are asked to put their name on their PE clothing
with a permanent marker in order to minimize loss or theft.
All students are expected to participate in physical
education. However, a parent may excuse their child from
PE for minor injuries or temporary illness by writing the
teacher a note. The note should include a description of the
injury or illness and the specific length of time the child is to
be excused. If the child requires more than three days
absence from class activities, the parent must provide a
doctor’s written excuse. Alternative assignments may be
arranged or a new schedule provided in case of an extended
disability.
FIRE, EARTHQUAKE, LOCKOUT, &
LOCKDOWN DRILLS
Fire, earthquake, lockout, and lockdown drills are held
regularly so that we all know the safest way to respond to
emergencies. Specific instructions on evacuating the
building are posted in each classroom. It is important that
everyone take these drills seriously. Our number one goal is
the safety of your student(s), so engaging in practice ensures
we can do this in case of an actual emergency.
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SCHOOL PICTURES AND YEARBOOKS
School pictures are a traditional keepsake for families.
Parents will be notified in advance of picture dates, and
payment must be made at the time pictures are taken.
Yearbooks may be ordered during the first few months
of the school year for $20 and will be distributed to
students during the last week of school. Yearbook
purchases will be handled in the main office. Receipts
will be issued at the time of purchase and may be
needed to verify purchase.

your seat and ready to work with all the necessary books and
materials. Missing the bus or oversleeping is not considered
an excused absence. There are consequences for tardiness.
You are old enough to be responsible for getting yourself to
school on time.
Tardy Policy
Three tardies to any combination of classes (not necessarily
the same class) will result in a lunch detention.
Three additional tardies (4-6) to any combination of classes
will result in an additional lunch detention.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

Three additional tardies (7-9) will result in an afterschool
detention. Afterschool detention is held on Wednesdays
from 3:40-5:15 p.m. A meeting with the administration will
also take place at this time.

At this time in a your life, your primary responsibility is
to be a student. It’s critical that you are at school every
day. Absenteeism is perhaps the greatest cause of low
and failing grades. Of course, sometimes you get sick or
other emergencies come up that prevent you from
coming to school. In those cases, please follow these
guidelines:

An additional three detentions and beyond will result in an
in-school suspension.

EXCUSED ABSENCES
If you are going to be absent because of illness or there
is a family emergency, a parent MUST call or send a
signed note to the attendance secretary the morning
of the absence. An absence can only be excused up to
two days after the absence. After two days, it will
remain unexcused.
The phone number is 503.665.0148. Parents may also
call the school before 8 a.m. and leave a message on the
attendance voice mail.

Being excessively absent from school could also result
in loss of privileges, such as assemblies, sports, and
socials, or a recommendation for placement in one of
the district’s alternative programs.
SCHOOL WORK MISSED WHEN ABSENT
If you are absent three or more consecutive school days,
then your parent may request make-up assignments. The
office needs a 24-hour notification for teachers to have
enough time to get materials ready. Once you get back
to school, it is your responsibility to ask your teachers
about make-up work. As soon as you return to school,
get your work from all of your teachers. Usually, you
have one extra day to make up work for every day of
excused absence.

Consequence

Tardy # 1, 2, & 3

Lunch Detention

Tardy # 4, 5, & 6

Lunch Detention

Tardy # 7, 8, & 9

Afterschool Detention (Wednesday)
Parent Meeting with Administration

Tardy # 10, 11, 12,
and beyond

In-School Suspension
Parent Meeting with Administration

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY (“Skipping”)
McCarty Middle School is a closed campus. This means that
once you are on school property, you may not leave without
permission from someone in the main office. The office staff
must know where you are throughout the entire day.

ORS 339.065(1) defines Irregular Attendance as eight
unexcused half-day absences in a four-week period.
ORS 339.065(2) states “an absence may be excused by
a principal only if the absence is caused by a pupil’s
sickness, by the sickness of some member of the pupil’s
family, or by an emergency.” All other reasons will be
unexcused.

Tardy

Parent Pickup
If your parent/guardian finds it necessary for you to leave
school during the school day, you will need to bring a note
signed by your parent/guardian and turn it into the office
before leaving. When arriving to pick up a student,
parents/guardians are required to come into the office to sign
out their child. For security and safety reasons, students
may not wait outside the building. Students will need to
check back in through the main office when they return.
WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL
When a student is being withdrawn permanently from
school, the parent/guardian should notify the office as early
as possible – at least one day in advance. The student needs
to carry a checkout sheet to each teacher on his or her last
day. All fines must be paid and school property returned
before student records will be transferred.

TARDIES
It’s important that you get to school and all classes on
time. Being on time means being in the classroom, in
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STUDENT RIGHTS
RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES HANDBOOK
A separate "Parent/Student Rights and Responsibilities
Handbook” outlines rights and responsibilities, along
with other standards for student conduct as adopted by
the Board of Directors of the Gresham-Barlow School
District. Students will receive a copy of this booklet
during the first week of school. Students and parents are
encouraged to read this handbook carefully and retain it
for future reference. Parents and students must sign the
form on the back of this handbook showing that they
have received a copy. Students then must return this
form to their teacher before the end of September.
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Students have similar rights under freedom of
expression as other citizens in our democracy, and must
bear responsibility for the consequences of such
expression. In school, however, the matter of free
expression must also be viewed as it is related to the
learning process. School officials have the responsibility
to review publications, speeches, plays, and other forms
of student expression that reflect on the school in order
to insure that the content is consistent with school
policy and sound educational practices. Students have
the right to reasonably express their personal opinions,
written and/or oral, and participate in publishing school
publications under the guidance of a faculty advisor. A
student’s freedom of expression shall not interfere with
the freedom of others to express. The use of profane or
obscene language, gestures, or threats of harm to
persons or property is prohibited. Insubordination, open
defiance of a teacher/staff member, or a school official’s
lawful authority shall result in disciplinary
consequences.
SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Authorized administrators may search a student,
student’s desk, or locker at any time, with reasonable
suspicion, to investigate for: (1)missing items, (2)school
books, (3)health or safety hazards, (4)district property,
(5)unlawful items.
Any item seized as a result of a search shall be given to
the proper authorities, the true owner, or their
parent/guardian. If a school employee needs to search
your property, you may be given the opportunity to be
present, unless there is reason to believe that your
presence would endanger your health or safety, or the
safety of others. Students should be aware of the fact
that a general inspection of lockers and desks may be
conducted on a regular basis. Students shall not conceal
evidence of an illegal act or violation.
PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED ITEMS
Students shall not bring these items to school or on the
bus:
• Drugs or alcohol
• Tobacco in any form
• Weapons of any kind, including pocketknives and
look alike weapons

Fireworks or explosives
Matches, lighters, or other things that make flames
Devices that deliver electric shock
Laser lights
Materials relating to pornography, drugs and alcohol,
or violence
• Items reasonably determined by school authorities to be a
threat to the safety or security of students or others.
• Fidget Spinners

•
•
•
•
•

SCHOOL POLICIES
CELL PHONES
Cell phones are not allowed to be out at anytime upon
entering the building for the school day. Students will be
allowed to get their phones out at 3:35 when they are
dismissed for the day. Parents can contact the office at any
time to leave messages for their child and we will deliver the
message in a timely manner.
If at all possible we ask that students leave their cell phone
at home. We understand the value of a cell phone for
student safety going to and from school, but will be
requiring students to keep them put away in a pocket, binder,
or any other location that they deem safe. Students will have
locker partners, so we do not recommend that students leave
valuables in their lockers. Cell phones have become a
distraction to the learning environment. When technology is
necessary, we will be providing students with the necessary
technology to use in the classroom.
If a student has their cell phone out for any reason they will
be asked to turn it in to the front office to be locked up for
the remainder of the day. At the conclusion of the day
students will be able to pick up their phone from the front
office.
Cell phone violations will be tracked by the front office and
consequences will be as follows.
A parent or guardian will be contacted for each violation.
1st - Warning
2nd - Lunch detention
3rd - 2 Lunch detentions
4th - In-School Suspension
5th - Out of School Suspension and Parent/Guardian
meeting required upon return.
Any further cell phone violations will face discipline at the
administrations discretion.
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY & INERNET USE
In accordance with Gresham-Barlow School District Policy
IIBGA-AR2, McCarty offers all students access to computer
use, including the Internet. Although technology is
recognized as an important tool in a student’s education,
proper and responsible use is required at all times. District
policy, administrative regulations, and agreements regarding
the use of technology in our school should be read carefully.
School computers may not be used for personal use. This
includes viewing websites that are not related to your
schoolwork, checking your email or blogs, personal social
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media sites such as facebook and any pornographic
material, or any other use that is not for a legitimate
educational purpose.

Non-Allowable Dress & Grooming
• Clothing may not depict, advertise, or advocate the use of
alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, or other controlled substances
• Clothing may not depict pornography, nudity, or sexual
acts
• Clothing may not use or depict hate speech targeting
groups based on race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity, religious affiliation, or any other protected
groups
• Clothing must not threaten the health or safety of any
other student or staff
• Clothing that is recognized as gang identifier or affiliation
• If a student’s attire or grooming threatens the health or
safety of any other person, then discipline for dress or
grooming violations will be consistent with discipline
policies for similar violations

Any improper or unsafe operation of technology,
including computer and Internet usage, may result in
disciplinary action, such as suspension or expulsion,
and/or a ban from further use while at school.
Students who are using computers on school property
must obey all rules of appropriate conduct. Any
damage caused to equipment due to the unsafe or
irresponsible behavior of a student will result in
disciplinary action and/or financial restitution for
damage or loss.
STUDENT LOCKERS
Students are assigned to a locker with a locker partner.
Each locker partner is given a locker combination at the
beginning of the year. DO NOT give this combination
to any other students! Make sure that your locker is
secured and locked before you leave! Students are not
allowed to move to other lockers without permission
from an administrator. Please do not over-stuff your
locker. If your locker is jammed, see your teacher. Do
not kick or pull on the lockers. Remember that your
locker is the property of the school and can be searched
by a school administrator at any time. If lockers are
damaged, you will be responsible for the cost of repair.
All lockers must be cleaned of all stickers and
decorations at the end of the school year. The school
takes no responsibility for items that are lost, stolen, or
missing from a school locker.

All decisions regarding inappropriate dress or grooming are
at the complete discretion of the McCarty administration.
Decisions may be appealed to the principal. Students are
expected to follow McCarty’s dress code expectations. If
students choose to dress inappropriately:
First Offense: Change to appropriate dress, write out
expectations, parent contact
Second Offense: Change to appropriate dress, 3 lunch
detentions or 1 after school detention, parent contact
Third Offense: Change to appropriate dress, 1 day
suspension, parent conference
Fourth Offense: Change to appropriate dress, 3-5 day
suspension for insubordination
PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION (PDA)
Proper conduct is expected at all times from our students.
Inappropriate displays of affection include, but are not
limited to: hugging, kissing, holding hands, fondling, or
excessive touching or groping; which are not allowed on
school grounds at any time.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS
Dexter McCarty Middle School Dress Code policy
applies to all students school-wide including any and all
school based activities and those off campus.
The responsibility for the dress and grooming of a
student rests primarily with the student and their parents
or guardians.
Allowable Dress & Grooming
• Students must wear clothing including both a shirt
with pants or skirt, or the equivalent, and shoes
• Shirts and dresses must have fabric covering the front,
back, and on the sides
• Clothing must cover undergarments, waistbands and
bra straps included
• Fabric covering all private parts must not be see
through
• Headwear may only be worn for recognized cultural
or religious reasons. Hats and hoods are not allowed.
• Clothing must be suitable for all scheduled classroom
activities including physical education, science labs,
and other activities where unique hazards exist.
DMMS has a PE uniform requirement.
• All shorts, dresses, or other clothing that covers the
lower body must cover to a length equal to the middle
of the thigh or lower
• Specialized courses may require specialized attire,
such as sports uniforms or safety gear

BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, AND OTHER
PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION DEVICES
Bicycles should be parked and locked in the bicycle rack at
the main entrance of the school. You may ride your
skateboard to and from school, but you need to store it in
your locker during school hours. Bike riding and
skateboarding are not allowed on school grounds. We are
not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged bicycles or
skateboards, or injuries as a result of their use on school
grounds. Oregon State law requires students to wear helmets
when riding a bicycle or skateboard.
SCHOOL BUS RULES
Riding a school bus is a privilege, not a right. The first
priority in transporting students to and from home is student
safety. Students are to obey the bus driver at all times while
in their custody. Any insubordinate, rude, or unsafe behavior
while being transported to or from the school, will be just
cause for immediate suspension from all bus privileges, as
well as other consequences such as suspension from school
or after-school detention.
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You must have a note from a parent or guardian to take
another bus home. The note must be given to the office
and authorized by a school official.
Please refer to the Gresham-Barlow School District
Parent/Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook
for specific rules and guidelines pertaining to school bus
transportation.
1st BUS Referral:
• Copy, word for word, determined number of Bus
Rules
• Write apology letter to bus driver
• Sit in an assigned front seat, near driver, on
determined
number of days
Next BUS Referral:
• Write out all 16 Bus Rules
• Loss of bus riding privileges to all school buses 1-5
days
• Seat assignment for a month may occur
3rd BUS Referral:
• Kicked off the bus 10+ days or possibly until end of
trimester, or end of the school year
• Parent must meet with Principal, Bus Driver,
and Bus Supervisor prior to riding bus again
LOST AND FOUND
If you lose or misplace clothes or other personal items,
please check the lost-and-found box in the main office.
Likewise, any items that you find should be turned into
the main office. There is also a separate PE lost-andfound area in the locker rooms. Any lost-and-found
items that are unclaimed by the last day of the school
year will be donated to charity. Parents are encouraged
to remind their students to check with lost-and-found as
soon as a personal item is discovered missing.
TEXTBOOKS
Textbooks are checked out to all students and are the
property of McCarty Middle School. Each student is
responsible for the book that is checked out in their
name only. If you return a book at the end of the year
that was not checked out in your name, you are still
responsible for the one that was. These books are loaned
in good condition and must be returned at the end of the
school year in the same condition. When you receive
your books, if you notice any damage, let the teacher
know immediately. If books are damaged, lost, or stolen
during the year, you will be fined for the cost of
replacement. Do not trade or loan your books to any
other student and do not leave your books lying around
unattended. Book covers are recommended to keep
books in good condition.

MAJOR INCIDENTS RESULTING IN
DISCIPLINARY ACTION
Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco
Do not possess, buy, sell, eat, drink, smoke, chew, carry, or
loan to a friend anything that involves alcohol, tobacco, or
other drugs while on McCarty school property, or at any
school event. Report any behavior that you are aware of
pertaining to students who are engaging in, or planning to
use, drugs or alcohol. If you pretend that something is a drug
or tobacco product and give, show, sell it to someone else, or
pretend to be taking it, the incident will be considered a
serious infraction. The consequences for drug-related
incidences could result in a suspension, notification of law
enforcement officials, or expulsion from school for up to one
school year.
Weapons
If you bring a weapon to school, you will be suspended
immediately and recommended for expulsion from school
for a period of not less than one school year (See the
Parent/Student Information Rights and Responsibilities
Handbook for definitions and examples of what constitutes a
“weapon”). Any item you use to hurt or threaten someone is
considered to be the same as a weapon. Violators will be
turned over to the police for further investigation.
Fighting, Physical Violence, Assault
Students are not allowed to fight, encourage others to fight,
or physically intervene in a fight. If you see a fight about to
happen, report it immediately to the nearest adult. There are
no good reasons for fighting and the consequences are big. If
you feel that someone is picking on you, walk away, get
help, and don’t fight. If you feel that another person is
getting angry or agitated, get away from them immediately.
Encourage them to get adult help. It doesn’t matter who
starts a fight. Retaliation or self-defense is not an excuse!
If both people engage in a fight, both will be held
responsible. Students who commit physical violence, assault,
or make threats of harm, may be suspended and/or expelled
from school, as well as be turned over to legal authorities for
investigation.
Harassment/Bullying
Be nice to each other! It is NOT OK to pick on other
students or do anything that makes them feel bad. Some
examples of this are:
• Name-calling
• Physical contact like pushing, poking, tripping, punching
• Staring, glaring, or giving mean looks
• Making threatening gestures or statements
• Taking or destroying property
• Spreading rumors or lies
• Using profanity or saying nasty words
• Making unkind remarks about a person or their family
• Teasing or saying things meant to hurt
• Referring to homosexuality, race, religious beliefs,
or anything else meant to be mean
• Grouping together and picking on others in a way that
makes them feel intimidated or uncomfortable

7

8

If someone is harassing you, it might be tempting to be
mean right back. Don’t do it! Getting even with others
because of their bad behavior is not allowed. Tell the
student that you do not like the behavior and you want it
to STOP. Don’t just laugh it off or act like it’s funny. If
it happens again, ignore it and walk away. If it happens
a third time, seek help from an administrator or a school
counselor.

allowed, they will say, “But they’re my friends,” or “We
were just playing.” That kind of play is not allowed in our
school. This excuse does not work. Please keep your hands,
feet, and other objects to yourself.
DISCIPLINE CONSEQUENCES
Right to Due Process
When involved in disciplinary action, students will be
allowed to tell an adult their side of the story and hear the
consequences for their actions. This is called “Due Process.”

Theft
Students who are found to have another person’s
property in their possession will be disciplined. The
school is not responsible for the loss, theft, or damage to
personal property brought to school. The school also
takes no responsibility for items that are missing as a
result of students giving out their locker combinations,
or leaving them unlocked.

Class Consequences
We expect you to have good behavior at all times while in a
teacher’s classroom. If not, we will assign disciplinary
consequences in order to change your behavior and have you
make up for what you have done. Depending on the student
and the problem, a teacher may:
• Change the student’s seat
• Contact the student’s parents/guardians by phone or email
• Take away a privilege
• Meet with a student, parent/guardian, or administrator
• Have the student fulfill in-class consequences
• Have the student stay in the classroom during break,
recess, or lunch
• Give time-out from class to fill out a problem-solving
form
• Make arrangements with a parent/guardian to have the
student stay after school
• Write a discipline referral

Threats
Be careful with your language! If you make statements
or threats that you are going to kill or hurt someone,
bring weapons or bombs to school, or do other violent
things, you will find yourself in trouble. If you know
students who spend time talking about violence or
weapons, or who have made threats, be sure to tell a
responsible adult. It is our goal to make sure that these
threats will not be acted out and that the student
responsible will get help.
Cheating and Forgery
Be sure that the schoolwork that you are doing is your
own. Copying other students’ work is not acceptable. Be
careful not to copy off the Internet, especially by
downloading articles. You cannot copy more than five
words in a row from any source without using quotation
marks. If you do, that is called plagiarism and it is
cheating. Students who give or show their work to other
students to copy may receive penalties for cheating, as
well as the person who copies. Taking another students’
schoolwork and claiming it to be your own is
considered the same as theft. The act of copying,
cheating, and forging signatures have disciplinary
consequences. It can also affect your grades and cause
you to lose trust with your parents/guardians and
teachers.

Administrative Consequences
If you are referred to a school administrator for poor choices
or inappropriate behavior, expect one or more of the
following things to happen:
• Informal talk
• Loss of privilege
• Have a conference with a one or more of the following
people: teacher, administrator, or counselor
• Phone call to your parents/guardians
• Community Service (if assigned before or after school, a
parent contact will be made)
• Detention/Rule School (during or after school)
• Suspension (out of school)
• Expulsion for up to one year

Willful Disobedience of an Adult
Willful disobedience or open defiance means not
following adult directions when asked. It also means
arguing or challenging any school official. Any
student, who acts willfully disobedient to an adult
while at school or during a school related activity,
will receive disciplinary consequences, including
detention or suspension.

Community Service
Community service may be assigned at school in the form of
clean-up, recycling or other helpful chores. Minor
misbehavior may result in lunch duty.
Lunch Detention
Detention may be assigned during lunch/ recess time. While
in detention, students are required to bring work to do, or
have a book to read.

“Horseplay”
“Horseplay” means pushing, poking, tripping, elbowing,
kneeing, stepping on heels, and other physical contact
done for fun, or as a joke with your friends. McCarty
does not permit students to “horseplay.” Our halls,
recess area, and common spaces are crowded, and
horseplay can lead to injuries or other problems. Often,
when students are reminded that horseplay is not

Lunch Detention is assigned during lunch/recess time for
students who have broken other school rules. During Lunch
Detention, students will fill out a problem-solving form and
sign a contract, committing to improved behavior.
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Suspension/Expulsion
Students may be suspended for up to ten days for
serious misconduct or repeated minor offenses. Under
extreme circumstances, the school district may expel a
student for up to one year. The student will not be
expelled without a hearing unless the student’s parents
or guardians waive the right to a hearing. The waiver
may be in writing or through failure to appear at the
hearing. The parents/guardians and student will be
informed of all procedural requirements under Oregon
law, including access to and availability of alternative
educational placements (See Parent/Student Information
Rights and Responsibilities Handbook).
Students with disabilities will not have their placement
changed for disciplinary reasons until the IEP Team
convenes to determine if the child’s behavior is related
to the handicapping condition or is the result of an
inappropriate placement. If the IEP Team determines
that there is no relationship between the student’s
disability and their behavior, the school district may
proceed with its normal disciplinary procedures. A
disabled student will not have their educational
placement changed, including expulsion from school,
without the parents being informed of due process rights
on behalf of their child.
Physical Intervention by Staff Members
A staff member may use physical force against a student
when it is necessary for self-defense, the protection of
another person, the safeguarding of public school
property, or the preservation of order.

PARENT INFORMATION
VISITORS
All adult visitors to McCarty Middle School must enter
the facility through the front door and report directly to
the main office, where they will sign in and obtain an
official Visitor’s Pass. If parents wish to visit
classrooms, they must make arrangements with the
teachers and principal at least one day in advance.
Because of a large enrollment, we are unable to
accommodate visiting students or non-custodial adults
during the school day. If you would like to visit a
classroom for a reason other than observing your child,
please contact the school principal to discuss your
request.
A brother, sister, or any other child not enrolled in
school is not permitted to visit or be a part of any school
activity during regular school hours. All inquiries or
questions should be directed to the principal.
Deliveries at School
Deliveries of any kind are not allowed at school. The
office will not accept flowers, balloons, or other items
to deliver to students during school hours. These items
cause a disruption to the learning environment and can
cause a safety hazard to some students. Please save any
deliveries for out-of-school hours.

Students Picked Up at School
Students may not be picked up from school by anyone other
than a parent/guardian or someone authorized by a
parent/guardian. Only those who are designated on the
official registration form are allowed to pick up a student.
Personal Items
McCarty Middle School is not responsible for any personal
items that may be lost, stolen, or misplaced while at school.
Meals
Breakfast will be offered every morning from 8:40 to
9:00 a.m. The charge for breakfast is $1.25 (includes
beverage). Lunch is $2.65 (includes beverage). Additional
milk or juice is .50¢. Students may deposit money into their
personal accounts before school only. This can be accessed
for all meals. We encourage parents/guardians to send
checks each Monday to pay for a week's worth of lunches.
The cafeteria cannot loan money to students for lunch.
We serve free breakfast and free or reduced price lunches to
students of families who qualify. Application forms are
available all year in the main office. Students wishing to
earn their lunch by working in the cafeteria should contact
the office and speak to an administrator.
MealTime Online (see McCarty’s website: under
breakfast/lunch menus) provides parents/guardians with a
secure way to make deposits into their child’s meal account.
Water Bottles
Students are allowed to bring water to school in clear plastic
bottles. No colored containers will be allowed. There is a
water filling station located in the 6th grade hallway for
student use.
No other beverages will be allowed in the building with the
exception of small juice boxes that students may bring and
consume during their lunch.
Student Records and Withdrawals
All student records are confidential, but are available for
inspection by any parent or legal guardian upon request.
Oregon law requires that student behavioral records be
released only in the presence of an individual qualified to
explain or interpret the data and information found within. If
a student enrolls in another school system, a copy of the
student's cumulative file will be sent by mail to that school
when we receive notification of enrollment.
Use of Grounds/Facilities
Outside organizations are welcome to use our facilities after
school hours on a fee basis. Interested parties must contact
the school office and fill out an online form stating the name
of the organization and responsible parties involved.
Requests will be reviewed periodically throughout the
school year. Priority will be given to school-related
activities; therefore, if there is a conflict in time, some
groups may be asked to reschedule for another time.
Organizations and/or individuals will be held responsible for
any damage to property. In order to protect the health of
students, staff, the general public, and promote and model
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good health habits for students, tobacco and alcohol use
is prohibited on all district property.
Parent Communication
McCarty Middle School believes that educating children
is a shared responsibility between teachers and parents/
guardians. In order to maximize each child's opportunity
to be successful, frequent communication between
home and school may be necessary. All teachers may be
contacted by phone through our main office at
503.665.0148.
In addition, every staff member has a school email
address. When sending an email message to a teacher or
other staff member, please be sure to enter the last name
and any required number as illustrated in the example
below: george1@gresham.k12.or.us.
A complete list of all staff email addresses can be found
on McCarty’s website: mccarty.gresham.k12.or.us.
Teacher Web pages
Every teacher has a webpage that is updated regularly.
Teacher web pages include teacher information, in-class
work, homework, assignments, due dates, etc. Check
out the McCarty website: mccarty.gresham.k12.or.us.
ParentVue
ParentVue, a powerful on-line tool, is available for
McCarty parents. Parents/guardians have access to live
data on all of their children from one location. The two
most important kinds of information for parents,
attendance and grades, are available via ParentVue. The
grade book section of the site even lets you look into the
teacher’s grade books and see what assignments your
children are missing!
Parent/Family Communication
Parent/family communication is provided via a broad range
of electronic media, including our website, electronic
messaging system, facebook, and occasionally by
documents sent home with students. Be sure to check
McCarty’s website, mccarty.gresham.k12.or.us, regularly
for pertinent information.
Open House
Our Open House is scheduled during the first weeks of
school. Notification will be sent to all parents through
electronic communication and online at the McCarty
website.
Parent Conferences
Parent conferences enhance parent communication and
aid in the student's progress at school. Conferences are
scheduled in mid-November. Notification of the exact
dates and times will be publicized on our website,
facebook, and via electronic communication. When
needed, additional parent conferences may be scheduled
throughout the year.
Site Council
In an effort to encourage community involvement in
shared decision-making and to foster the collaborative

efforts of staff, students, parents/guardians, and community
members, a 21st Century Schools Site Council has been
established. Site Council responsibilities include the
development of plans to improve the professional growth of
staff, the improvement of the school's instructional program,
and the coordination of plans for the implementation of
programs at the school site, and for the professional
development of teachers and classified employees as
provided for in Oregon Revised Statutes and Oregon
Administrative Rules. All council decisions are subject to
Superintendent and School Board review. Council decisions
may not abrogate any provision of district labor agreements
or law. Site Council usually meets at least once each month.
Each selected Site Council member serves a two-year term.
All parents are invited to attend Site Council Meetings.

ACADEMIC REPORTING
Grade Reports
McCarty has two different grade reports that are sent out to
parents/guardians. At the mid-point of every trimester
(6 week mark), the Progress Report is available online via
ParentVue.
Report cards are sent home with the student at the end of the
first and second 12-week trimester grading period. Students
will take the Report Card home for parent review. Third
trimester grades will be mailed home at the end of the school
year. Only the trimester report card grade is recorded in the
student’s permanent cumulative file.
Grading
Grades will reflect a student’s academic performance, work
ethic and progress only. Student behavior and attitude,
although not a part of the academic grade, are important
pieces of student development and will be indicated under
"General Comments and Details" on the report card.
Letter grades of “A, B, C, D, and F” are used to identify the
degree of learning that has been demonstrated by each
student in the classroom.
An "F" grade may be given when, in the opinion of the
teacher, a student has not made an effort to complete
assignments or engage in appropriate activities of a class.
Before an "F" grade is given, a progress report indicating
that the student is in jeopardy of failing will be given to the
parents/guardians prior to the completion of the seventh
week of the twelve-week grading period.
Parents/guardians are encouraged to communicate by
telephone or email any time there is a question or concern
about a student’s academic progress. Teachers who are
contacted by voicemail or email during Monday through
Friday are expected to return communication within 24
hours. Messages left on Friday or the day before a holiday or
long weekend can expect a return call by the end of the
following school day. Please contact the school’s principal if
you do not get a timely response from a teacher who has
been contacted by email or telephone.
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Oregon Statewide Assessment (SBA)
All students are given a standardized test measuring
academic proficiency for math, science, writing and
reading. Math and reading assessments are given to
students in grades 6-8 during the spring. Eighth graders
are also tested in science. All testing is done in our
computer labs.
Interventions
Students who have not yet met their grade level math or
reading standard for the previous school year based on
the Oregon Statewide Assessment exams, may be
assigned to two periods of math or reading instruction;
one regular math/reading class appropriate for the
student’s grade level, and a second, math or reading
intervention, that will engage students in a focused
review of essential math or reading concepts and skills.
These two classes will be assigned within the student’s
eight period class schedule, but one will take the place
of an exploratory or elective class, such as band, choir,
or art.

Homework
Homework is independent study and practice after
students have been given instruction. Homework can
also be a regular assignment that is required by the
teacher to be completed outside of the normal school
day. Generally, students will have time to complete
most assignments in class. However, students and
parents/guardians are encouraged to develop a
consistent and quiet place for a daily study routine at
home.
Homework is assigned based on the
developmental level of the child. A general guideline
for what would be considered an “appropriate” amount
of homework at the middle school level is one to two
hours each night.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
School Nurse and Health Assistant
A part-time registered nurse coordinates all health
services for our school. The nurse is in her office one
day each week and is eager to help teachers and parents
promote the total health of students. In addition, there is
also a part-time health assistant who is available each
day of the week, during lunches only. Health services
include yearly vision screening of 7th grade students,
hearing and dental screening for those requesting
testing, classroom health instruction as requested by
teachers, counseling with parents/guardians and students
about individual health concerns, and control of
communicable diseases.
Immunizations
Oregon State law requires students to be immunized
against DTP, polio, measles, mumps, and rubella prior
to beginning of school. All students must have DTap,
Tdap, Polio, MMR, Hepatitis B, and Varicella
immunizations completed. Newly enrolled students
must show proof of immunization in order to be allowed
to attend school under Oregon law. Questions regarding

immunizations should be addressed to the Multnomah
County Health Department or school nurse.
Medication
When it is necessary for a student to take medication at
school, the following guidelines will apply. For medication
assistance, a parent or guardian’s written permission is
required. Ask for the form “Authorization for Medication
Administration by School Personnel”. The completed form
will be valid only during the current school year.
Prescription medication supplied to the school must be in the
original pharmacy container labeled with the name of the
medication, name of student, dosage, time interval, and
instructions for use. It is the student’s responsibility to report
to the office for assistance with medication. The school
stores the properly labeled medication in a locked cabinet,
drawer, or safe. Trained district personnel assist with student
medication. A record of those receiving medication
assistance is maintained. The parents/guardians of a child are
responsible for informing the school of any change in the
child’s health or medication. Unused medication not claimed
by the parent/guardian after termination of need, student
withdrawal, or year’s end will be discarded. The school
nurse provides for teaching those designated by the principal
to administer medications accurately and safely in
cooperation with the parent and physicians.
Non-prescription and over-the-counter medications (Tylenol,
cough syrup, cold tablets, etc.) may be administered by the
nurse or designated staff with written permission of the
parent/guardian by completing the school form noted above.
All non-prescription medications must be in the original
container and labeled with the student's name. The school
office will keep a record of all student medication. Selfmedication of non-prescription medications may be allowed,
subject to the following (not to include medications
categorized as a sedative, stimulant, anti-convulsant,
narcotic analgesic, analgesics or cold medicine, or
psychotropic medication). A permission form signed by the
parent/guardian and the physician must be submitted for
self-medication of all nonprescription medications. Students
who are developmentally and/or behaviorally unable to selfmedicate should have all medications kept at the school
office and administered through the assistance of a trained
staff member. All nonprescription medication brought to
school must have the student’s name affixed to the original
container. Sharing or borrowing of medication with another
student is strictly prohibited.
Students Ill or Injured at School
Occasionally a student may become ill or suffer an injury
while at school. Every effort is made to contact
parents/guardians to make them aware of the problem. It is
extremely important that the school be able to contact a
student’s parents/guardians. Please complete the section of
the registration form regarding emergency information. Any
accidents occurring on school grounds during school hours
or during after-school activities must be reported to the
office within 24 hours. School insurance does not cover
student injuries. If you do not have family medical
insurance, brochures for insurance assistance are available in
the office.
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Counseling
McCarty Middle School has one full-time counselor on
staff. This professional provides individual and group
counseling for academic and social concerns. The
counselor
also
provides
consultation
to
parents/guardians and staff members, and makes
appropriate referrals to community agencies.
Parents/guardians may contact our counselor at any time
during regular school hours by email or telephone
(503.665.0148).

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION SUPPORT
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SYSTEM FOR PBIS
Stinger Stock
Stinger Stock is given to students for following school
rules and expectations, and contributing to the healthy
community around McCarty Middle School. Stinger Stock
can be turned in at lunchtime for the trimester
drawings, or used in our McCarty Student Store to
purchase healthy snacks and school supplies.

Special Services
Under Federal and Oregon law, each school is required
to provide for the education of all students within its
boundaries. Any parent/guardian who feels that his/her
child has a special need regarding physical, emotional,
substance dependency, or academic problems is urged
to contact the child’s teacher, the special education
teacher, or the principal to investigate possible special
help.

Classroom Acknowledgement
Every teacher will develop their own system of rewards
for students in the classroom. Some rewards may be set up
much like a student store, where students submit their
Stinger Stock for pencils, paper, candy, etc.
OR
Teachers may decide to do a raffle style reward, which
might include a free homework pass, extra time for an
assignment, library work time, free bathroom passes, etc

Child Abuse Reporting
When a school employee receives information
regarding possible child abuse - whether physical,
sexual, or through neglect - the employee is required,
by law, to report it to the Oregon Department of
Human Services. That agency makes an investigation
and then proceeds based on their findings.
Parents/guardians who are aware of situations
regarding the possible abuse of children are encouraged
to notify this County agency.

STUDENT RECOGNITIONS
STUDENT RECOGNITION
Monthly recognition assemblies will honor students
who model monthly positive character traits. Teachers
and other school staff make recommendations.

Be Respectful. Be Responsible. Be Safe
The purpose of the McCarty Positive Behavior
Intervention and Support (PBIS) program is to
encourage positive behavior and self-management so
that you are successful, both socially and educationally.
Creating this positive environment is the shared
responsibility of students, parents/guardians and staff.
An important part of your education is learning to make
good choices and accept responsibility for the
consequences of those choices. Problem solving,
conflict resolution, and effective communication are
essential skills, which will be taught, modeled and
practiced on a daily basis.
The behavior expectations provide students with the
opportunity to make strong moral choices and practice
good citizenship.
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